
Outcomes of the 2009 Scalefish Review 
Recreational Rule Changes 

 
 

New rules resulting from the scalefish review apply from  
1 November 2009.   
 

All changes are reflected in the 2009-10 Recreational Sea 
Fishing Guide and on new fish measuring rulers which are 
available at Service Tasmania outlets and most bait and 
tackle shops. 
 
Set Line licence:  A licence is now required to use any set line. A set line is either a dropline or a 
longline, with up to 30 hooks. A person may only use one set line at a time.  

Gillnets:  Gillnets may only be set for a maximum of 2 hours in Shark Refuge Areas and a maximum of 
6 hours applies in other waters.  Night netting in Macquarie Harbour is the only exception.   

Possession limits:  There have been changes in possession limits for the following species: 

  Striped trumpeter: the overall possession limit remains at 8, however an on water possession 
limit of 4 fish applies. 

Blue eye trevalla: the overall possession limit remains at 8, however an on water possession 
limit of 5 fish applies. 

Southern calamari: the possession limit remains at 15 except in south east waters where an on 
water possession limit of 10 applies. The annual spawning closure has been reduced from 10 
weeks to 1 month (15 October to 14 November inclusive for both 2009 and 2010). 

  Bastard trumpeter: the possession limit is now 10 fish. 

Snapper: a possession limit of 5 snapper has been introduced. 

Yellowtail kingfish: a possession limit of 5 yellowtail kingfish has been introduced. 

Elephantfish: there is a possession limit of 2 elephantfish and this species no longer included 
within the shark possession limit or boat limit. 

Size limits: There have been changes to the minimum size limits of the following species: 

Striped trumpeter: the minimum size limit for striped trumpeter is now 500 mm.  

Bastard trumpeter: the minimum size limit for bastard trumpeter is now 380 mm. 

Snapper: new minimum size limit is 300 mm. 

Striped Trumpeter:  In addition to size and possession limit changes, additional changes include the 
introduction of a closed season from 1 September 2010 to 31 October 2010, inclusive. Striped 
trumpeter must either be landed whole with head and tail attached or as two fillets with the frames 
(including head and tail). 

Port Sorell and Ansons Bay: Are now closed to commercial scalefishing with the exception of two 
commercial fishers holding an endorsement for Port Sorell until they retire from the fishery. 
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